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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PORGPEPREGXF 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIANS STRESS ARAB SOLIDARITY AS ARAB 
LEAGUE COUNCIL OPENS 

REF: (A) CAIRO 9378 (NOTAL), (B) CAIRO 9407 (NOTAL) 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


1 . SUMMARY. REGULAR ARAB LEAGUE COUNCIL MEETING OPENED 
MARCH 27 WITH REACTIONISTS ABSENT. FORMIN KAMEL EX- 
TOLLED ARAB UNITY AND EGYPTIAN COMMITMENT TO ARAB 
SOLIDARITY, WHILE PRINCE SAUD AND AL SECGEN RIAD 
STRESSED NECESSITY TO RESTORE ARAB UNITY. EGYPTIANS 
WILL INTERPRET ABSENCE OF REACTIONISTS AS VICTORY AND 
PROOF THAT THEIR POLICY BANKRUPT. SADAT KEEPING OPTIONS 
OPEN ON SUMMIT. END SUMMARY. 

2. ATTENDANCE. INAUGURAL SESSION OF AL COUNCIL RECEIVED 
CONSIDERABLE FRONT-PAGE ATTENTION MARCH 28. TWELVE 
FORMINS (THOSE LISTED REF A PLUS TUNISIAN) REPORTEDLY 
ATTENDED. PERMREPS OF SOMALIA, LEBANON, OMAN, QATAR 
AND PLO IN ATTENDANCE, WHILE ALGERIA, IRAQ, SYRIA AND 
PDRY REGRETTED. NO RESPONSE FROM LIBYA. 

3. PLO. ACTING PLO CAIRO REP SAID KAMAL REPORTEDLY 
ATTENDED CLOSED SESSION FOLLOWING PUBLIC INAUGURAL 
PROCEEDINGS. THERE CONSIDERABLE CONFUSION CONCERNING 
KAMAL'S STATUS SINCE: "PALESTINIAN FORCES IN BEIRUT” 

CLAIM KAMAL DOES NOT REPRESENT PLO, BUT ONLY HIMSELF. 
KAMAL TOLD JOURNALISTS HERE HE HAD RECEIVED NO RPT NO 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM PLO, BUT WOULD WITHDRAW IF SO 
INSTRUCTED BY EXCOM. 
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4. KAMEL REMARKS. FORMIN KAMEL STRESSED IN INAUGURAL 
SESSION GOE SUPPORT FOR ARAB SOLIDARITY AND GOE EFFORTS 
"EXERTED TO UNIFY ARAB RANKS TO CONFRONT DANGERS 
WHICH THREATEN THE ARAB NATION." KAMEL NOTED THAT 
"EGYPT WILL NEVER SPURN DESIRE OF ANY ARAB COUNTRY FOR 
JOINT ARAB ACTION.” KAMEL DUTIFULLY PRAISED SADAT'S 
PEACE INITIATIVE, BUT AFFIRMED THAT "EGYPT WILL ALWAYS 
REMAIN FIRST TO CALL FOR CLOSING OF ARAB RANKS." KAMEL 
CRITICIZED REJECTION FRONT BUT WITHOUT VITUPERATION. 

5. OTHER OPENING SPEECHES. IN COMPARISON EXTENSIVELY 
REPORTED KAMEL REMARKS, PRINCE SAUD'S CALL FOR ARAB 
UNITY GETS RELATIVELY SHORT SHRIFT: "SERIOUS AND SIN- 
CERE EFFORTS SHOULD BE EXERTED TO BRING ABOUT ARAB 
SOLIDARITY, AS OUR STRENGTH LIES IN OUR UNITY." MAHMUD 
RIAD'S OPENING REMARKS ALSO STRESSED UNITY THEME: 

"AT A TIME WHEN OUR DISPUTES TAKE THE UPPER HAND, THE 
ZIONIST ENEMY CONTEMPTUOUSLY DISREGARDS THE ARAB 
NATION." 

6. COMMENT. WHETHER OR NOT ATTENDANCE BY ALL BUT THE 
REJECTIONISTS REPRESENTS VINDICATION OF SADAT'S FOREIGN 
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POLICY, EGYPTIANS HAVE CLEARLY DECIDED TO ADOPT THIS 
INTERPRETATION. REACTIONISTS SEEN AS DEEPLY EMBAR- 
RASSED BY THEIR INABILITY TO CONFRONT ISRAELIS IN 
SOUTHERN LEBANON AND GOE SPOKESMEN LIKELY STRESS 
BANKRUPTCY OF REACTIONIST POLICY. EFFUSIVE PRAISE 
OF ARAB UNITY BY KAMEL SOMEWHAT AT VARIANCE WITH 
SADAT'S SKEPTICISM IN RECENT OCTOBER INTERVIEW (REF B). 

WE ARE TOLD SAUDIS ARE PRESSING HARD FOR SUMMIT AND ASSUME 
THAT SADAT WISHES TO KEEP HIS OPTIONS OPEN BY LETTING 
KAMEL, WHO PERSONALLY DEPLORES EGYPT'S ISOLATION, SPEAK 
OUT. FATS 
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